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SYRIA AnD THe ReSPonSIBILITY To PRoTeCT
‘What you do with what you’ve got’ by Si Kahn
You must know someone like him – tall and strong and lean
Body like a greyhound and a mind so sharp and keen
His heart just like a laurel grew twisted round itself
till almost everything he did brought pain to someone else.
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It’s not the fight you dreamed of
It’s those you really fought
It’s not what you’re given
It’s what you do with what you’ve got.

What’s the use of two good legs if you only run away
What’s the use of the finest voice if you’ve nothing good to say
What good are strength and muscle if you only push and shove
And what’s the use of two good ears if you can’t hear those you love.
Between those who use their neighbours and those who use a cane
Between those in constant power and those in constant pain
Between those who run to evil and those who cannot run
tell me which ones are the cripples and which ones touch the sun.
this song by the American singer, Si Kahn is a fierce moral statement and a rare one in songs. it takes
the responsibility of channelling anger into creed. it transcends every kind of border, geographical
and mental. everyone knows someone who not only wastes the well of talent he/she was born with,
but turns it to evil. it is about an ordinary person but could equally be taken as a national leader or,
indeed, a political party. ultimately it leads to the heart of darkness where words fail.

in the last issue we included an abridged version of an essay by John Gray entitled ‘Geopolitics’ in
which he argued that by a circuitous route, the world has returned to something like the condition
just before WWi, when the risk of war is always present. the uS can no longer claim an all-round
pre-eminence. instead, we are entering a period in which no great power is predominant. For the
foreseeable future, no one will rule the world, as it faces immense problems associated with declining
resources, rapid population growth and global warming.
now, listening to the media debate around the Syrian crisis, there are the rumblings of something
even more worrying. the action of the national players involved suggests that global solidarity is in
retreat, at this crucial time in human history, when many thought the un had established a minimal
sense of international responsibility. Comparisons are being made with the failure of Britain, France
and the united States to respond in the 1930s to resurgent German militarism. Some observers
even say that this is a ‘Munich moment’ and that the Syrian government’s use of gas to kill innocent
civilians is an echo of the Holocaust. this brings to mind ‘What to do about Hitler’, a question often
asked of pacifists.
this opening article is a controversial one. We hope it will encourage debate among our members.
Although most are bound to agree that any weakening of the pacifist position is unacceptable, it is
valuable to rehearse the issues involved if nothing more than to see where the boundaries lie.
the pacifist view on Syria could be expressed as follows. there is certainly a responsibility to protect
civilians in the country. dialogue is the only way towards an end to the violence and military action
is unacceptable. the use of chemical weapons is condemned and the nations of the world should
recognise the responsibility and authority of the un Security Council to address this violation of
international law and morality. urgent diplomatic efforts should be made to stop the flow of

Continued on PAGe Two

Last year we reflected on APF’s 75 years,
especially how the fellowship has witnessed to
the pacifist message alone and in association
with other organisations. This witness has been
largely in the context of wars between nations,
colonial wars and the Cold war, Christian
pacifism standing against the concept of Just war
and its interpretation by the Church.
with the present war in Syria, now the conflict
of the decade and possibly a pointer to the
future of interventionism, this issue focuses on
the Un ‘Responsibility to Protect’ (R2P). This
is a difficult issue for pacifists especially when
the intended intervention is military and the
possibility of a negotiated settlement seems
remote or nonexistent.
This summer has also been a time of three
conferences related to this subject, and this
issue of TAP has been delayed to include
relevant information. one, co-organised by
APF in Auckland has examined the Christian
responsibility to protect; and two others,
the International Peace Bureau’s triennial
(Stockholm) and the international conference of
the Council on Christian Approaches to Defence
and Disarmament (Berlin) have included sessions
on Syria and humanitarian intervention.
In other sections we consider the signs of the
times and the way the international scene is
becoming more unstable and unpredictable.
Tony Kempster

It is not what you’re born with
It’s what you choose to bear
It’s not how big your share is
It’s how much you can share
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The reality of the situation
Limited and well defined military action made in a way which
gives the adversary time to consider, as, for example, the threat
Kennedy made during the Cuban crisis could be important.
Perhaps we have seen this to be the case with America’s threat
over the Syrian use of chemical weapons.
the russian initiative that began with the remarks of Secretary
of State John Kerry is clearly very important [Kerry suggested
that the uS would not intervene in Syria if Assad gave up his
chemical weapons to international control and
russia picked up on it]. As stated by iPB’s triennial
conference (see page 4), we can hope this was a
rare moment of clarity which will lead to a wider
dialogue and eventually lead to peace. this could
be applied not just to Syria, but to the region
generally including the israeli-Palestinian conflict.
As an aside, you might pick up the little irony in the
iPB statement – that a peace organisation should
welcome a development which is almost certainly
the result of the threat of American missile strikes. Perhaps
your immediate reaction is to think of another reason for
russia’s initiative. But quite honestly, it does seem as though the
threat has been a persuasive factor; and we ought to be willing
to acknowledge this when all else seems to have failed in
bringing about negotiations.
the peace movement does seem to have a knee-jerk reaction
when the uS threatens to use its armed forces, while being
much less vocal, in this case, about iran and russia who are
both deeply involved. But the conflict goes beyond these
considerations. As Ban Ki-moon, un Secretary-General said at
the 2012 General Assembly, “the world community has failed
the Syrian people”.
the recent history of the Middle east and western military
interference has destroyed any fantasies about the smooth
creation of harmonious democracies. in Syria, we are left with
only a grim sense that every other option has been exhausted.
But at the same time, history tells us that leaving tyrants free to
break international rules with impunity could be more
dangerous still.

US policy and actions

So what about President obama’s strategy on the Syrian
conflict? His thinking about foreign affairs seems to be reflective
and nuanced, and not without moral compass, as shown in the
speech he made in oslo when accepting the nobel Peace Prize.
But his attempt to reconcile a broadly liberal world-view with a
realist understanding of the limits of American power has left
him with an increasingly frayed and incoherent strategy in the
Middle east – perhaps no strategy at all.
in 2007 he told the New York Times that one of his favourite
philosophers was reinhold niebuhr, a theologian (once a
pacifist below) and a subtle commentator on foreign policy
who advocated uS intervention against the evil of nazism.
niebuhr later became a supporter of ‘containment’ during the
Cold War. “God grant me the serenity to accept the things i
cannot change,” he wrote in 1943, “the courage to change the
things i can and the wisdom to know the difference.”
What obama claims to have learned from niebuhr are two
core notions that might be taken as bookends to his present
approach to the war in Syria – beginning with his strongly held
position of non-intervention and culminating in the military
response that the uS has taken. on the one hand, obama
argued, niebuhr recognised “the compelling idea that there is
serious evil in the world, and hardship and pain” but thought
that “we should be humble and modest in our belief that we
can eliminate these things”.
on the other hand, however, he has stated his conviction that
“we shouldn’t use that as an excuse for cynicism and inaction”.
the sense one takes away from niebuhr that we have to make
these efforts knowing they are hard, and not swinging from
naive idealism to bitter realism. this makes for a sophisticated
doctrine which, as we have seen, is very messy in practice. it is
particularly difficult in a conflict that is amazingly complex,
grounded in centuries of history and fuelled by sectarian and
regional divisions.
Changing the international political system within
which R2P operates
(Some of the points in this section r2P are taken from a paper given by
tony Quainton and the CCAdd international conference, Berlin 2013
(see pages 4 and 5)).

there is a strong case for the international peace movement to
demand a more precise definition of for r2P – so that the
response is quicker and more effective in the next crisis.
r2P, which was established at the un World Summit in 2005,
is set on three pillars:
1
2

3

A state has responsibility to protect its population from
genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and ethnic
cleansing (mass atrocities).
if a state is unable to protect its population on its own, the
international community has responsibility to assist the state by
building its capacity. this can mean building early-warning
capabilities, mediating conflicts between political parties,
strengthening the security sector, mobilizing standby forces,
and many other actions.
if a state is manifestly failing to protect its citizens from mass
atrocities and peaceful measures are not working, the
international community has the responsibility to intervene at
first diplomatically, then more coercively, and as a last resort,
with military force.
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weapons to both sides and to all militant groups and bring all
stakeholders in the conflict to the negotiating table.
this position is fundamentally the same as that taken by
other peace organisations whether or not they regard
themselves as pacifist.
But does the statement – in particular the second sentence –
hold in extreme circumstances such as those in Syria? Are
there no exceptions – no chink in the ideology where a
different light might creep in. After two years of unremitting
killing and displacement of people in Syria, should the anti-war
movement consider taking a position more appropriate to the
situation? We are not talking about a potential threat to
innocents, as was the case with Hitler in the 1930s; it is ongoing
tragedy taking place before the eyes of the world.
Some of the arguments are muddled, especially the parallels
being drawn with the iraq invasion. that was an unprovoked
attack on a country at peace, justified with lies, ignoring the un
and putting the whole region’s stability at risk. But in Syria,
weapons of mass destruction have actually been used; the un
process is effectively stymied; the Middle east is rapidly being
destabilised already; most of the Arab world supports some
form of action.
it is important for us pacifists to understand the political
realities and the unpalatable decisions that sometimes have to
be taken if the process of negotiation is impossible. We may
not be able to endorse any military action but we could admit
that calls for negotiation are not working. We could perhaps
urge caution, call for more information and a road map for any
military action which might lead ultimately to a negotiated
settlement. And then insist that all necessary resources are
made available for Syria’s recovery, making humanitarian aid and
reconciliation our key roles.
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A church which seeks to prevent war


FRoM THe CHAIRPeRSon, nAT ReUSS

the revd Jim Wallis was one of the key
speakers at this year’s Greenbelt Festival.
the founder of Sojourners magazine and
the community of the same name, Wallis
is a highly respected author, speaker,
activist and one of a number of spiritual
advisors to President obama.
Aside from his main talks at Greenbelt,
Wallis was also interviewed by Clare
Balding on radio 2. Whilst not speaking
directly on war and peace issues, his main
message was an exposé on the policy
making process within uS politics (but
applicable to the uK) and how ordinary
people should mobilise to affect policy
change. Wallis said, “…it’s easy to tell
who the Senators are in dC, they are
the ones walking around with their
fingers in the air, then they lick their finger
to see which way the wind is blowing.
You only change them when you change
the wind”.
“So people of faith are not lobbyists but wind changers …And
all the change to world history comes through our personal
commitments …Social movements are what change politics,
So people of
the common good comes last to Washington dC and London
…Believe that your commitments can change the world.”
faith are not
in August, a changing wind reached London as MP’s voted
down a plan for military intervention in Syria; an historic vote
lobbyists
which may have huge repercussions for Britain’s future
involvement on the global political stage. it reflected well the
but wind
views of MP’s constituents and already has implications for
Britain’s identity. Chancellor George osborne rightly
changers.
commented on radio 4’s today programme that there would
be “national soul searching about our role in the world” in the
The quArTerly mAgAzine for
CAmpAign
wake
of theAgAinsT
vote. Arms TrAde
Both the uS and Britain
may claim they have
legitimate
claims
to
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intervene under r2P, but i
would argue that this is ill
equipped to guide when
the conflict is a civil war.
intervening militarily will
only serve to inflame the
conflict with unknown
consequences.
BIS protest photo –
So what can ordinary
people do? there is a great
ANNE-MARIE to source
contrast now in the British
government
proudly
hosting the world’s largest
arms fair when the public
have voted against military
intervention in Syria. dSei’s
opponents hope it can be
stopped like Australia’s
arms fair. this would be a
great
success,
but
the problem is much
deeper and is one that is
linked to the way Britain
ir manufacture and export.
p Th
itselfe
as Ar
worldms
leaderfA
in weapons
now leT’s sTosees
in 2013, around £12 billion of uK arms have been exported
to 27 countries which the Foreign office has classified as “of
concern” because of their human rights records, some of
which may well have reached the Syrian rebels.
this is where the groundswell must begin. But what are we to
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The Arms TrAde
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do? As each generation is faced with war, we need to listen
carefully to those who have gone before us, learning from their
insights. Jurgen Moltmann, a theology professor at the
university of tubingen, Germany, survived the ravages of
World War 2. While in captivity, he encountered Christians
whose witness helped him discover hope in God. this gave
him a new strength of life, a new power of survival and a slow
building up of faith in his heart. during a time in world history
when the Church was largely silent, Moltmann returned to
Germany with a will to work for renewal for both Germany
and the Church.
Moltmann’s work is behind many positive movements. His
development of a ‘political theology’ with Johann Baptist Metz,
was concerned with trying to lead Christian theology and
existence out of the ghetto of ‘private religion’ and into
people’s public, political and economic lives as well. the
Anglican Church’s silence on iraq, Libya and Syria – apart from
Archbishop Whelby’s gentle warning against military
intervention - suggests that Christian theology and existence is
still in the same ghetto today.
Moltmann’s words here are instructive, “Before religious
communities can contribute anything to world peace, they
must themselves become religions of peace and overcome
tendencies in their own traditions to hostility and the
destruction of enemies.” He writes that “the Sermon on the
Mount stands in the light of the dawning of God’s Kingdom
and must, to be consistent with the deity of this God, be
understood as universal and all-encompassing. it may not be
reduced to the life of a believer. it may not be confined to the
private life of the peacemakers. it questions this entire godless
and violent world and places it under judgement, for it
says that the Kingdom of God is coming to redeem the
whole creation.”
What is needed then is a Church that not only repents of its
own collusion with wars, but a Church that seeks to prevent
wars from breaking out by speaking out against the military
industrial complex that fuels such wars. this is to move the
Church from a mode of sacramental service to one of
prophetic speech and action - a wind generator. Both forms
of Church are necessary, the latter more than ever.
For Christians in the West, it is all too easy to fall for the
propaganda that dehumanises dynastic rulers in the east,
believing the myth that our future safety and our interests rest
in their defeat. We rarely heed the voice of Christians in
Middle eastern counties who find security and protection
under these very same leaders Western nations desire to
topple. We seek the false comforts and promises offered by
our citizenship to the state forgetting that our citizenship in the
Kingdom of God provides our ultimate security whilst at the
same time, demanding our whole life. We cling to the power
of violence used by the state that brings death when we ought
to be calling for our leaders to seek nonviolent ways of conflict
resolution that bring life.
the uS and Britain have often been portrayed as the world’s
policeman but what if our nations operated more like this simple
russian women instead, in a story told heard by Moltmann shortly
after WW2,
“She (a simple russian woman) distributed bread to a line of
German prisoners of war, who were being driven through her
village. When the russian soldiers wanted to forbid her to give
enemies bread, she answered: “i give bread to everyone who is
hungry. When the German soldiers drove russian prisoners of
war through our village, i gave them something to eat; and when
the secret police drive you through our village, i will give you
bread as well.”
Moltmann’ quotations are taken from The politics of discipleship and
discipleship in politics.

Volume 13, Issue 2 • September 2013

08/10/2013 09:32

A time of conferences and reflection


‘ The world is
over-armed
and peace is
under-funded.

’
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To n Y K e M P S T e R G I V e S H I S R e P o RT

IPB’s triennial conference in Stockholm
My six-year term as a vice-president of the international Peace
Bureau ended at this conference in September. it has been an
exciting and inspiring time when i have been able to link APF
(an iPB member organisation) with the work of other member
organisations around the world. iPB’s main project has been
disarmament for development and the initiation of the Global
day of Action on Military Spending which coincided with the
release of world military spending (reported in previous issues
of tAP.)
iPB triennial conferences bring together its members and
supporters, to discuss its programme of work and the
challenges facing peace movements in an unstable and overmilitarised world. this year the conference explored the interrelationships between military intervention and the economy
of war.
i chaired the session on ‘Alternatives to intervention: a culture
of peaceful conflict resolution’ which included a paper on
‘Peace monitor: a report on positive examples of peaceful
conflict resolution’ and papers on activities in Columbia and
Somalia. the last was a reminder of my work, in an earlier life,
while working in agriculture on British Council projects.
the conference was held at the critical moment when the
balance in the Syrian chemical weapons drama shifted from
possible uS-led military strikes to a super-power deal to
eliminate the Assad regime’s arsenal. on the other hand, the
continuation on a daily basis of brutal killings in Syria,
Afghanistan, iraq was underlined by news reports of bombings,
shootings and kidnappings. each country was the subject of a
session at the conference. the discussion highlighted the
tendency of political leaders to choose direct intervention
instead of conflict prevention, peace-building and civilianprotection approaches. the discussion was preceded by
a wide-ranging keynote speech from Joseph Gerson looking
at the continuing imperial role of the uSA in today’s
multipolar world.

Ann Wright recieving the Sean Macbride Peace Prize on behalf of Chelsea
(Bradley) Manning from IPB president, Reiner Braun

irish statesman who was both chairman and president of iPB
at different times. this year’s prize was awarded to Chelsea
(Bradley) Manning, the uS whistleblower recently convicted in
a much publicised court-martial. the acceptance speech was
given by Ann Wright, a retired uS Army Colonel and former
uS diplomat, who resigned in 2003 in opposition to the iraq
War. She is now a peace activist.
An abridged version of the statement prepared at the end of
the conference is given below. the full statement and more
information on the conference can be read at www.ipb.org.
PuttinG An end to MiLitAriSM
“the world is over-armed and peace
is under-funded”
Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary General

Mairead Maguire
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in addition to the congress meeting and conference, a peace
evening was held at the nobel Museum. Surrounded by the
colourful panels of the iPB photo-exhibition, ‘Making Peace’, a
packed audience heard presentations from three distinguished
speakers. two Peace nobel Laureates spoke: Jody Williams, an
American activist known around the world for her work to
ban anti-personnel landmines and her defence of human rights;
and Mairead Maquire awarded the prize for her extraordinary
actions to help end ethnic/political conflict in her native
northern ireland. the other speaker was terumi tanaka from
the only nation-wide organisation of A-bomb survivors of
Hiroshima and nagasaki (Hibakusha).
A highlight of the conference was the presentation of iPB’s
annual Sean Macbride Peace Prize named after the distinguished

there was a new hope expressed at the iPB triennial
Conference, welcoming the agreement between russia and
the uSA on chemical weapons in Syria. Hopefully this will
lead to negotiations to put an end to the terrible civil war.
the forming of international coalitions for military
intervention is now much more difficult as public opinion
against war has become so strong. People are weary of war
and the deceit and rhetoric that go with it. they are
suspicious of double speak and are tired of ‘humanitarian’
statements which end with actions that simply generate
more human suffering. We demand that our voices are
heard and our desire for peace taken seriously!
Military intervention and the culture of war serve vested
interests. they are extremely expensive, escalate violence,
and can lead to chaos. they also reinforce the idea that
war is a viable solution to human problems. the money
being fed into the military would be far better spent
eliminating hunger and poverty, providing education and
stimulating culture, reversing climate change and improving
social justice.
now is the time to end the era of militarism!
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CCADD’s international in Berlin on its 50th
anniversary year.
i have been a member of the Council on Christian Approaches
to defence and disarmament, and involved in the planning and
management of its events, bringing a pacifist perspective to
these. the organisation which was founded at Lambeth Palace
in 1963 and this is its 50th anniversary year. note that rowan
Williams is giving CCAdd’s anniversary lecture at Kings
College London in december (see page 8 for details.
CCAdd’s annual international conference was held in Berlin
in September, a fitting event to celebrate its 50th anniversary.
Members of the conference had a variety of backgrounds,
academia, government service, the diplomatic arena and un,
military and military chaplaincy, education and a range of peace
movements and clergy of different denominations. delegates
were drawn from Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany,
netherlands, Poland, uK and uS.
in the first after-dinner session, robert Gessert (uS) and Lord
Harries (CCAdd uK’s president) took on the task of recalling
the history and founding events of free and open respectful
discussion and debate.
the discussions and the
places delegates visited
during the conference put
them in touch with some
great events that shaped our
times, and the significant
actors. A poignant visit to the
city included the KaiserWilhelm Memorial Church,
the German resistance
Memorial Centre and the site
of the Potsdam Conference.
the Wansee Conference,
which decided on the final
solution for the Jews in
January 1942, was held in a
villa across the lake from the
conference centre. the villa
now houses the holocaust
memorial centre.

Kaiser-Wilhelm Memorial
Church

‘

A just peace
had always
been
recognised as
the aim of
Just War.

’
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the protestant Kaiser Wilhelm
Memorial Church is a memorial
to peace and reconciliation.
And it also stands for the will of
Berliners to rebuild their city
during the period after the war.
this is seen by the fact that the church not only consists of the ruins
of the church which was destroyed during World War ii but it also
includes contemporary church architecture. it is thus a living
contrast between modernism and history.

Among the different conference sessions, the immediacy of
this particular moment of the Middle eastern conflict gave
added urgency to the main theme which emerged as a
conversation around the interlinking of Just War and Just
Peace. the relative merits of two different approaches were
discussed in the opening session by Michael Haspel and david
Fisher. in the concluding evaluation session there was
agreement that some language of the WCC document – An
ecumenical call for Just Peace – was unfortunate and, in
particular, the claim that Just War concept had now become
‘obsolete’. A just peace had always been recognised as the aim
of Just War, while there are benefits in setting discussion of just
war in the wider context of Just peace and the search for a
comprehensive concept of security.
the discussions on international law found an important place
in the context of the present crisis, with the topic addressed
from several angles. it was notable that the concerns of
previous CCAdd meetings e.g. what we might bracket as
‘Cold War issues’ are fading from the scene, and the urgent
need was underlined to work out what is possible as a moral
stance at the present time, while not losing sight of the
underlying intractable issues, such as nuclear disarmament.

At times, some pessimism arose in the face of the intractability
of issues, as the conference addressed current challenges,
including those in Syria and Somalia. Particular concern was
expressed over the future of r2P. the importance but also
fragility of this key moral principle was stressed.
one after-dinner discussion reminded delegates of the
ambiguities surrounding policy makers (as also the local
Church and ordinary Christians) when great minds and
influential thinkers such as Karl Barth, had controversial if not
ambiguous views, vigorously opposing nazism, but not the
Marxist ideology that succeded it across eastern europe.
All the papers from the conference will be made available on
www.ccadd.org.uk.
A year of transition for The Peace Museum (Bradford)
APF past-chair and counsellor, Clive Barrett is chairperson of
the Peace Museum (Bradford). As a member of the museum
board, i have been pleased to have been able to work with him
during a period of transition, A period of substantial growth
has occurred with a major change of staff – diane Hadwen
supplemented her role of Learning and outreach officer to be
appointed Head of Museum.
the museum has now become a significant and unique
provider of education for peace, citizenship and community
cohesion, modelling locally in and around Bradford what could
be achieved regionally and nationally. initially focussed in the
Peace Pod, a designated area in Culture Fusion premises
(Bradford YMCA), and in partnership with the Schools Linking
network, the Museum’s engagement with young people
became centred increasingly on the Museum’s rejuventated
premises. the Museum’s substantial resources, in its collection
and exhibitions, give a unique way into these subjects, examples
being a display on Joseph rotblat, atomic scientist and nobel
Peace Laureate and an olympic torch (on long-term loan).
the increase in the number of people who have engaged with
the Museum has been considerable. in the twelve months
since the Museum was refurbished, there have been 1025
general visitors, 5300 school pupils (40 schools) and 960
people from other organisations.
the Museum’s collection has grown, with over 6000 artefacts
now accessioned. the international dimension was enhanced
recently by a set of items related to the nobel Peace Prize,

Inter-generational dialogue

donated by a former Librarian of the nobel institute, oslo. the
clear success of the Museum’s education programme has
spilled over into other aspects of the Museum’s work, giving
renewed confidence for the future.
A major project centres on the centenary of World War i.
‘Choices then and now’ is an alternative World War i project
for primary schools, secondary schools and colleges. it
explores diversity, equality, peace, conflict, extremism, resilience,
choices and consequences, during WWi and here and now in
the 21st century. it is a comprehensive package for schools
including teacher training and support. PGCe students at
Bradford College will study ‘Choices then and now’ as part of
their time and Place module and education and Professional
Studies programme.
in his annual report, Clive said “the potential of the Peace
Museum is enormous. We now look for partners to work with
us take this encouraging work to a new level”.
For further information visit www.peacemuseum.org.uk.
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An ecumenical study day organised by the Anglican Pacifist
Fellowship, the New Zealand Christian Network and Pax
Christi was held in Auckland on 14 September 2013.
its aim was to examine the un’s responsibility to Protect
(r2P), recognising the complexity of the concept and seeking
to establish a dialogue between the different disciplines
involved in order to progress our understanding and to seek a
solution which was compatible with the Christian faith.
Speaker details are given at the end.
Peacekeeping and international law – the evolution
of R2P
Kennedy Graham first defined force as all forms of constraint
including lethal force and made a distinction between force
used according to international law and the un Charter and
force used outside this by “coalitions of the willing” who
claimed the moral right to intervene. But this envisaged only
the aggression of one state against another, whereas now the
great majority of conflicts are intra-state.
Faced with the new nature of conflict the un developed a
system of peacekeeping by national military units. Such
operations were initially mainly of a military nature and
designed to stop the fighting. But, since 1990, the nature of
peacekeeping has been changing in recognition of the need to
include pro-active conflict prevention as well as peacemaking
and peace-building.
the humanitarian tragedies such as Bosnia and rwanda and
the limitations of national sovereignty led to a new response
to deal specifically with the major issues of genocide, war
crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. Styled
initially as “humanitarian intervention”, this response is now
known as r2P. Peaceful means were to be employed but if the
state failed in its obligations, the international community might
take coercive measures but only under the un Charter and
with approval of the Security Council. r2P, though approved
in principle by the un, involves certain precautionary principles
before military force is authorised. these are right intention, a
just cause, a legitimate authority, appropriate or proportional
means, reasonable prospect of success and use of force only
as a last resort.
Critique and alternatives to R2P
richard Jackson made the point that the status of r2P was
politically unclear. it was neither a law nor fully a norm and
lacked clear triggers and threshold for action; it has been
primarily reactive to crises by means of military intervention.
this was because it is basically state-centric and supports the
legitimacy of resort to force and the continued military
capability of the nation state. in cases where r2P had been
used there had also been the danger (and record) of selectivity
and vulnerability to Great Power manipulation.
As applied to intervention in iraq and Afghanistan, r2P has an
empirical history of failure, huge loss of life especially among
civilians, record of abuse and immense financial cost. Moreover,
the supply of arms by Middle eastern states to the originally
unarmed rebels in Syria has created a disastrous civil war.
the precautionary principles were the same as those which
had been ineffective for the Just War and their legal and moral
ambiguity was transferred to r2P. the just war theory
differentiated between the justice of war and justice in war
but had failed to regulate the conduct of war. it was rarely
the last resort and indiscriminate modern weapons had made
the protection of civilians impossible. it also elevated the
nation state to the highest good over the rights and survival
of individuals.
Alternatives included new preventative thinking beyond the
paradigm of the Weberian state as follows. non-violent
methods needing to be explored included preventative
deployment, unarmed peacekeepers and policing, diplomacy,
dialogue and mediation, training in non-violence, early warning
systems, arms control and demilitarisation and social justice.

Human security versus national security
dr Katerina Standish differentiated between national security
referring to the defence and foreign interests of a country and
human security describing the defence and personal interests
of people. there was a need for a new paradigm where the
interests of people rather than the state became the focus and
where humanity was seen in a multi-dimensional and
interconnected perspective rather than from an exclusively
national standpoint.
She referred to the Human development index instituted
by economists Mahbub ul Haq and Amartya Sen which
was valuable as a predictor of potential violence in societies.
Computing various social and other problems, it gave
the opportunity to take preventive action before outbreaks
of violence occurred. Human security in those cases
was dependent on the successful non-violent management
of threats to social, cultural, economic, and environmental
processes.
Responding to genocide – reaction or prevention?
Charles Butcher
showed how
accurate forecasting
of genocide by
helping to focus
attention on
countries most
prone to genocide
would enable
preventative
measures to be
taken earlier and
thus prevent far
more expensive
commitment of resources both during and following an actual
genocide. it would also enhance the possibility of successful
prosecution by the international Criminal Court and thus act
as a deterrent to future criminals.
Accurate forecasting would also facilitate short-term
intervention. Firstly, at-risk states could be the focus of
extensive monitoring for “triggers, catalysts or indicators”
which occurred close to a genocidal event”. Key risk indicators
are previous genocides, state-led discrimination, the percentage
of the population in the military and the lack of executive
restraint on the military. these factors had led the authors of
the report to identify the Central African republic, the
democratic republic of the Congo and Chad as the most
likely countries for genocide in the next three years.
Aid not arms - development as peace-building
Kevin Clements called for new thinking beyond the paradigm
of the Weberian state, which sees violence as the only political
realism. instead he saw war and violence as an aberration in
human relations and put forward principled non-violence as an
alternative. Principled non-violence was based on the
recognition of the value of each person and it sought the
transformation both of oneself and one’s opponent. Aid and
development when it recognised this principle and was
directed to empowering people was a vital part of
peace-building.
Kevin drew a distinction between negative peace and positive
peace. negative peace was when a cease fire was achieved
and disarmament took place. Positive peace was where there
was a focus upon the political, social and economic grievances
which were driving conflict. development enhanced positive
peace when it concentrated on satisfying basic human needs.
He sought to analyse development in terms of its peacebuilding or conflict-creating impact. did it increase the
capability of locals to identify problems and to formulate and

Continued on PAGe eLeVen

international page
‘ The status of

The christian responsibility to protect

Volume 13, Issue 2 • September 2013

08/10/2013 09:32

Book Look


ReCenT BooKS ReVIeweD

Continued on PAGe eLeVen

Max Hastings (2013)
Catastrophe: Europe goes to war in 1914
William Collins

With the centenary of the war almost upon us,
the next 12 months will see a deluge of First
World War histories. But this book, which begins
with the murder of Archduke Ferdinand in
Sarajevo in June 1914 and ends on Christmas day,
will take some beating.
this book is important because it offers some
answers to the huge and fascinating question
what happened to europe in 1914, through Max
Hastings’ accustomed blend of top-down and
bottom-up accounts from a multitude of
statesmen and generals, peasants, housewives a
private soldiers of seven nations. His narrative
pricks myths and offers some striking and
controversial judgements.
the overriding impression of the narrative is the
sheer confusion, the utter chaos of the wars
opening months. if the generals conducted
themselves like headless chickens, their political
masters were equally adrift. indeed it was a sign
of the war’s dizzying impact that few statesmen
seemed to grasp the seriousness of the conflict
they had unleashed.
the book addresses the two key questions: was
it all worth it and who bears most responsibility
for the carnage? Hastings examines the published
work and concludes with a trenchant argument
about Germany’s responsibility and Britain’s
commitment. He also argues that the war was
worth it in saving the empire and loss of
sovereignty to Germany.
dominic Sandbrook in a Sunday Times review
challenges this conclusion. He says that in the
long run we lost our empire anyway, having
exhausted ourselves in two world wars, and in
the meantime tens of millions were killed. Had
we stayed out in August 1914, allowing the
Central Powers to win a relatively quick victory,
the world would surely have been spared the
horrors of nazism, the agony of the holocaust
and the tyranny of Stalin. the Kaiser’s europe
might not have been much fun at first, but it
would probably have evolved into something
more tolerable. in any case could it really have
been worse that what happened?
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Peter oborne and David Morrison
(2013)
A dangerous delusion: why the west is wrong about
nuclear Iran
William Collins
this is an interesting little book written by two
political commentators who have analysed the
west’s case against iran on the nuclear issue and
find it unconvincing. the book goes beyond the
myths and misinformation perpetuated about
iran to reveal what is really going on. Accusations
and counter-accusations rage, but the authors
remind us of a certain basic fact: since 2007, the
uS national intelligence estimate on iran has
judged “with a high degree of confidence” that
iran does not have a programme to develop
nuclear weapons.
the authors examine why western politicians
and media seem so intent on portraying iran as
an aggressive and malevolent power on the verge
of acquiring nuclear weapons, despite strong
evidence to the contrary.
iran has not been blameless in the nuclear
negotiations. it has breached its safeguards
agreements and there may have been some
military dimension to its programme over a
decade ago.
they make a powerful case for a return to
genuine diplomacy, ending sanctions, and building
a new relationship with iran free from the double
standards and western hypocrisy that have
jeopardised any previous deal. the stakes are
high; the cost of failure will be higher still.
this is a brave book that will certainly be
attacked. one hopes that it will open a more
intelligent debate about iran at a time when
there is some optimism about negations between
iran and the uS.
Paul Preston (2012)
The Spanish holocaust
Harper Press

the remains of General Franco lie in an immense
mausoleum near Madrid, built with the blood and
sweat of 20,000 slave labourers. those workers,
Paul Preston suggest, were more fortunate than
many other defeated republicans. in addition to
the 200,000 killed on the battlefields, as many

again were executed between 1936 and 1945.
thousands more died of disease and hunger in
prisons and concentration camps.
despite attempts to block their efforts, little by
little, mass graves continue to be excavated and
research is exposing the truth. Here for the first
time is a full picture of what Paul Preston terms
the Spanish Holocaust – mass extra-judicial
murder, executions after cursory military trials,
torture, the systematic abuse of women and
children, overcrowded prisons and camps, the
horrors of exile.
in 1936, General Franco’s military coup launched
a three-year civil conflict. Britain, France and the
uSA rushed to sign a non-intervention pact,
designed to avoid starting a proxy war with
Germany on Spanish soil. An interesting question
is how the history of the 21st century might have
developed if they had not taken this decision.
David Runciman (2013)
A history of democracy: a history of democracy in
crisis from World War I to the present
Harper Press
this book focuses on the problems democracies
have in reacting to international crises. they tend
not make such decisions easily, in time or with
one voice. And, for better or worse, they often
change their minds.
He discusses how their weaknesses conceal
strengths and these strengths inadvertently
generate potentially fatal weaknesses. He takes
his cue from tocqueville who was deeply troubled
by his discovery that democracies are “caught
between their impulse to precipitate action and
their instinct to wait”. For runciman, the trap lies
exactly here: “their experience of crises is more
likely to make democracies complacent than it is
to make them wise: what democracies learn is
that they can survive their mistakes. this is the
confidence trap.”
runciman sees this as a game of chicken. “When
things get really bad, we will adapt. until they get
really bad, we need not adapt, because
democracies are adaptable. Games of chicken
are harmless, until they go wrong, at which point
they become lethal.” He tests his hypothesis
about democratic entrapment by studying seven
moments of major crisis faced by democracies in
the past 100 years. these include, 1918 and the
dramatic and unexpected victory of the Allies,
1947 and the onset of the Cold War with the
Cuban missile crisis, and the Sino-indian war.
His primary message is that the strengths of
democracy should not blind us to the dangers
that arise – not least as a result of its own
successes in the last century – and entrap us in a
kind of optimism that would be really be
tantamount to a form of fatalism. to that extent,
his main argument is not only plausible but also
extremely important. it is tempting to see
autocratic regimes such as China (or “hybrid”
regimes such as russia) as having major
advantages over democracies of today, and in
one sense the book gives cause for concern.
While exhibiting the follies and mistakes of
democracies, however, he also highlights their
flexibility, resourcefulness and resilience.
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13 october Week of Prayer for World Peace interfaith
gathering of prayer and peace at the London interfaith Centre.
2.30 at 125, Salusbury road, London nW6 6rG.
15 october Council on Christian Approaches to defence
and disarmament (CCAdd) 50th anniversary lecture at Kings
College, London to be given by Professor Sir Adam roberts, a
leading world authority on international relations and law and
former President of the British Academy. His title is ‘ethics, law
and security’. 6pm in the Great Hall.
10 november Movement for the Abolition of War’s
annual remembrance day Lecture entitled ‘the nonviolence
challenge – changing the culture of war’. it will be given by

Alastair Mcintosh, a well-known Quaker, campaigner for social
justice and the environment. 3pm at the imperial War
Museum (London). entry to the lecture is free and everyone
is welcome. it will follow the MAW AGM which begins at 1pm.
2 December Concert at Christ Church, oxford – start of
the Fellowship of reconciliation centenary. www.for.org.uk for
information.
10 December Second CCAdd 50th anniversary lecture at
Kings College, London to be given by Lord Williams, Master of
Magdalene College, Cambridge and former Archbishop of
Canterbury. His title is ‘War – a changing moral map. 6.45 pm
in the Great Hall.

The APF Annual General Meeting will be held on 16 november at Bicester House, Kings end, Bicester. the meeting
will begin at 11.00 with a bring-your-own lunch. transport can be arranged from Bicester railway station. Please let the Hon
Secretary know if you are coming so that he can send the necessary papers and provide/discuss travel details.
Call for nominations for the members of the Governing Body
nominations are invited for the election of two members of the GB. each nomination should be accompanied by the written consent
of the nominee. Please send them to the Hon. Secretary (details below) by 5 november.

o F F I C e R S o F T H e F e L L ow S H I P

Chairperson: The Revd Nat Reuss
31 Porterhouse road, ripley, derbyshire de5 3FL 0784 034 325
nathanaelreuss@gmail.com
Vice-chairperson: Mrs Sue Claydon
Bridge House, Whittlesey road, March, Cambridgeshire,
Pe15 0AH 013546 54214 sue.claydon@tesco.net.
Honorary Secretary: Dr Tony Kempster
11, Weavers end, Hanslope, Milton Keynes, MK19 7PA
01908 510642 ajkempster@aol.com
Honorary Treasurer: Mr Roger Payne
33 Glynswood, Chinnor, oxfordshire, oX39 4Je
01844 351959 rjpayne@o2.co.uk
Membership Secretary: Mrs Sue Gilmurray
1 Wilford drive, ely CB6 1tL
01353 668495 suegilmurray@icloud.com

obituary
for Anne Spalding

Anne who died aged 101 was a devout Christian and a long-time member of APF. Many of us
remember her from our conferences. She had a love of red wine and life.
She grew up in Lyme regis where her artistic talents were first fostered, later moving to oxford.
She studied at ruskin School of Art in oxford and learned a lot from Barnett Freedman
who became a close friend. during the Second World War she ran her parents house in
oxford and took in several lodgers, including Charles Williams with whom she became
close friends and through whom she met the other ‘inklings’, a group whose number included
CS Lewis and Jr tolkien.
Anne painted and drew portraits (several are in the national Portrait Gallery), still lifes,
landscapes and series of pictures of the London underground. Her sources of inspiration were
all around her including Kenya, tanzania, Arizona and anywhere else she found herself in her
much-travelled life. She exhibited widely: in London, including through Sally Hunter Fine Art, at
the Museum of Modern Art, oxford and at the Woodstock Museum. She was very modest
about her talents and completely unostentatious.

If you would like to join the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship and are in agreement with the pledge:

‘We communicant members of the Anglican Communion or Christians in communion with it, believing that our membership of the Christian

Application for
MEMBERSHIP

Church involves the complete repudiation of modern war, pledge ourselves to renounce war and all preparation to wage war, and to work for
the construction of Christian peace in the world.’

Then please (u) box one in the form below.
If you are sympathetic to the view expressed in the pledge but feel unable to commit yourself to it, you may like to become an
associate of the APF and receive the Fellowship’s newsletter and notice of our various open events, then please (u) box two.
Send your completed form to the Membership Secretary:- Sue Gilmurray, 1, Wilford Drive, Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB6 1TL.

h I am in agreement with the pledge and wish to become a member of the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship.
h I wish to become an Associate of the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship.
Name and designation (Revd, Dr, Mr, Mrs etc):
please print clearly and give your Christian name first.

Address
Year of birth

Please u if you are a UK-income tax payer and want your donation to be treated as a Gift Aid donation.
APF can then reclaim income tax paid on the donation.
Please u if you want to make a regular monthly or annual subscription using a Standing Order
I heard of APF through
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Diocese

I enclose a cheque for …………. as my first subscription (makes cheque payable to the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship)

Signed

h
h

Date

Volume 13, Issue 2 • September 2013

08/10/2013 09:32

Film Look


ReCenT FILMS ReVIeweD

Hannah Arendt (2012)
Directed on co-written by Margarethe
von Trotta

of an insurrection by inhabitants in the French
overseas territory of new Caledonia. Legorjus is
torn between doing what is right and fulfilling his
duty as a military man.
Legorjus instructs his team to treat indigenous
inhabitants (Kanaks) with respect as human
beings and French citizens. He and we, of
course, know how easily the military can disregard
such matters when danger threatens and national
pride is at stake. the Americans have seen it
happen in Vietnam and then again in iraq and

A misslie hit viewed from 500 feet

Hannah Arendt was one of the 20th century’s
greatest political philosophers, and her books
Eichmann in Jerusalem and The origins of
totalitarianism remain fascinating.
Hannah Arendt is best known for coining the
phrase “the banality of evil” in her coverage for
The New Yorker of the 1961 trial of former nazi
Adolf eichmann in Jerusalem.
eichmann
infamously adopted the ‘nuremberg defence’,
arguing that he was only following orders, and
that he could not possibly be charged with
war crimes.
Arendt, a former German Jew who had fled to
America from nazi tyranny, argued that far from
being maniacal sociopaths with ungodly desires,
the nazis were mainly a bunch of pen-pushing
bureaucrats, intent on furthering their careers
rather than being devoted to some sort of
supreme fanatical ideal. As such, the atrocities
committed against european Jews during the war
took on a far more horrific and universal
meaning: appropriately motivated, all humans
were capable of inhuman acts. For her, it was in
this shabby and insidious mediocrity – emblematic
of a nation of administrators obediently carrying
out the Holocaust - that true evil resided.
Faced with a ferocious media campaign and
social hostility that her conclusion provoked,
Arendt is exceptionally strong-willed, highly
articulate and confident in her response. She was
even more viciously denounced by for concluding
‘for whatever motive” that the transportations to
concentration camps had depended on the
assistance of Jewish leaders.
Van trotta’s film is not so much interested in
Arendt’s political theories, preferring to view her
as an embodiment of the strength and wisdom of
the Jewish survivor.
Rebellion (2003)
Directed by Mathieu Kassovitz
this is a colonial military drama based on a 1990
memoir by Philippe Legorjus, a captain in the
GiGn (Groupe d’intervention de la Gendarmerie
nationale), an elite unit of the armed forces
charged with counterterrorism and hostage
negotiation who took part in the brutal repression
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the film opens with an interview with the drone
operator, as he recounts his combat experiences
of flying over Afghanistan and Pakistan. Speaking
mostly off-camera, the drone operator details the
psychological impact of engaging an enemy from
thousands of miles away. As the film progresses
unsettling flashbacks and re-imagined scenarios
expose the psychological impact of his experiences.
Fast creates a multifaceted and unstable sense of
reality. Combined with surreal shots of suburban
nevada, the film offers a subtle exploration of
how the use of drones is rapidly changing the
politics, principles and personal experience of
contemporary conflict.

Afghanistan. the British have been compromised
by bitter colonial wars in Palestine, Kenya
and Malaya.
the story is complicated because on his arrival
he learns that he has not been entrusted with a
personal role that would involve the establishment
of trust with the articulate Kanak leader, followed
by patient negotiation. Mitterand’s government
is involved in a general election at home, and to
pacify opponents gather votes, he has sent in
an army shock force to deal with the situation.
And behind it all, as it has for years, lies nickel
that is mined in abundance in the islands.
the insurrection is thus blown out of all
proportion, and the civilian population becomes
deadly enemies of the state. Legorius is presented
with a moral dilemma which leads to his
court martial.
500 feet is best (2013)
Directed by Omer Fast
‘iWM Contemporary’ is a new programme of
exhibition and events at the imperial War
Museum (London) by leading artists and
photographers whose work is a response to
war and conflict. it has begun with this film by
omer Fast.
the film takes its name from the optimum
operational flight altitude of a uS Air Force
Predator drone. Based on a series of interviews
conducted in a Las Vegas hotel room with a
former drone operator, Fast presents a 30-minute
film on the subject of drone warfare.

Homeland (2003) and uS foreign policy
Channel 4
We are into another series of ‘Homeland’ which
now bears little reality with the America’s sudden
loss of diplomatic coherence and effect. But the
comparison is interesting.

Carrie and Brody

For the America depicted in ‘Homeland’ the
moves in Syria after 2011 would have been
obvious: set up shop in Lebanon to arm and train
the secular, democratic and pro-western elements
among the rebels; create and interim government
in exile; lean on allies and the Muslim world to
stop arms getting to jihadists, and to stop jihadists
getting to Syria in the first place. Meanwhile use
the west’s intelligence gathering capabilities to
assemble evidence of Assad’s atrocities: the
massacres, tortures, chain of command, the
chemical weapons.
it is just what Hillary Clinton and former defence
secretary Leon Panetta and former CiA director
david Petraeus reportedly told obama to do.
But they were overruled and we know now how
the real story has evolved since then.
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ANGLICAN PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP
Accounts for the year ended 5/4/2013
Treasurer's comments

Registered Charity No. 209610

Treasurer’s comments
These accounts have been prepared wholly on a receipts and payments basis in accordance
These
have
been
prepared
wholly on a receipts and payments basis in accordance with the requirements of the Charity Commissioners.
with
the accounts
requirements
of the
Charity
Commissioners.
As
expenditure
greatly
exceeded
income due
to thedue
75thto
anniversary
As expected
expected
expenditure
greatly
exceeded
income
the 75thworks.
anniversary works. General subscriptions include the previous years tax refunds but not this tax year.
General
subscriptions
include
the previous
but not this tax year.
Member
subscriptions
produced
overyears
90%taxofrefunds
total income.
Member subscriptions produced over 90% of total income.
The reserves are now not sufficient to meet the policy requirement to maintain more than one years normal expenses. But notice of a significant legacy will bring correction.
The reserves are now not sufficient to meet the policy requirement to maintain more than
A copy
the Independent
report islegacy
available
fromcorrection.
the Treasurer.
one
yearsof
normal
expenses. But Examiners
notice of a significant
will bring

Roger Payne

A copy of the Independent Examiners report is available from the Treasurer.
Roger Payne
1. Receipt & Payments Account (General Purpose Fund)

Notes to accounts
2012/2013
£
9438.78
197.00
224.50
99.20
258.15
10217.63

2011/2012
£
9471.84
834.85
44.50
122.01
230.00
10703.20

Total Payments

3393.62
10944.27
390.00
14727.89

3289.29
7207.43
990.00
11486.72

Net Receipts/(Payments)

-4510.26

-783.52

12799.68

17309.94

Notes
a1
a2
a3
a4
a5

Receipts
Subscriptions
Donations & Legacies
General Activities
Income from Assets
Miscellaneous
Total Receipts
Payments
Administration
Literature & Publications
Affiliations & Grants

b1
b2
b3

Cash Funds
2. Receipt & Payments Account (NZ Literature Fund)
Receipts
Income from Assets
Payments
Literature & Publications
Net Receipts/(Payments)
Cash Funds

0.00

0.00

0.00

36.43

0.00

-36.43

0.00

0.00

3. Statement of Assets and Liabilities
Monetary Assets
CBF Deposit Fund
National Westminster Current Account
Paypal Account
Total Monetary funds

9973.34
2673.14
153.20
12799.68

13973.34
3135.72
200.88
17309.94

1411.63
-

1352.49
-

0.00

0.00

2512.45
2023.19

2753.07
2023.19

Debtors
Income tax recoverable
Disposal of Fuji Laptop

c1

Liabilities
Creditors
Non-Monetary Assets
Literature stocks
Office furniture and equipment

d1
d2

INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS REPORT
I have examined the relevant books and vouchers and am satisfied that
the above account is correct.
An Independent Examiners report has been submitted to the Governing Body.
Signed Richard Harries

General Purpose Funds
2012/2013
£

RECEIPTS
Note a1: Subscriptions
Annual Subscriptions
Gift Aid Subscriptions & Donations
Income Tax Refunds

2011/2012
£

Sub Total

2503.61
5662.00
1273.17
9438.78

2655.58
5076.96
1739.30
9471.84

Sub Total

197.00
0.00
197.00

147.00
687.85
834.85

Sub Total

224.50
224.50

44.50
44.50

Sub Total

96.47
2.73
99.20

122.01
0.00
122.01

Sub Total

0.00
200.00
58.15
258.15

110.00
120.00
0.00
230.00

Note a2: Donations
Donations
Legacies & Estates

Note a3: General Activities
Sale of Literature, CD's, badges, etc.

Note a4: Income from Assets
Deposit Interest
HMRC Interest

Note a5: Miscellaneous
Disposal of HP computer
Peace Balls Contributions
Refunded expenses

PAYMENTS

2012/2013
£

Note b1: Administration
Travelling
Stationery and Printing
Office Expenses:
Postage
Hire of Rooms
Insurances
Web site, Computers and software
Sundries (PayPal fees and refunds)
Sub Total
Note b2: Literature and Publications
Anglican Peacemaker Postage & Printing inc. Annual report
Literature, badges, CD's
Sub Total
Note b3: Affiliations and Grants
Affiliations
Donations
Peace Balls
Sub Total

2011/2012
£

1318.01
193.28
657.00
242.13
100.00
673.26
146.00
63.94
3393.62

1160.52
409.84
897.00
117.82
0.00
644.11
60.00
0.00
3289.29

8357.11
2587.16
10944.27

6242.57
964.86
7207.43

290.00
100.00
0.00
390.00

290.00
300.00
400.00
990.00

Non-Monetary Assets

2012/2013
2011/2012
£
£
Note c1: Income tax and Gift Aid
Only money recovered in the year is shown as receipts
Further amounts recoverable for the year is shown as Debtors (£92.50+£1319.13= £1411.63)
Note d1: Stocks of publications
Consists of 45 different types of leaflets, CD's,tapes, books
used to promote the work of APF.
Publications are valued at realisable cost.
Total Value
Note d2: Office Furniture and Equipment
Items are valued at cost.

Purchase
Date
May-98
May-10
Sep-07
Jul-08
Mar-11

Display Boards
HP Computer 17" Laptop
Projector
Banners
Gift Aid Software
Sub Total

2512.45

2753.07

480.58
582.88
399.48
505.25
55.00
2023.19

480.58
582.88
399.48
505.25
55.00
2023.19

Registered Charity
No. 209610
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Just peace
the notion of just peace is important here. it is
defined and discussed in the An ecumenical
call to just peace (World Council of Churches,
2011).
Just peace goes beyond the Just War criteria
which are increasingly inadequate in dealing with
the complexity of today’s conflicts. the WCC report has two
paragraphs which are particularly relevant here:

‘ Just peace
goes beyond
the Just War
criteria which
are increasingly

’

inadequate.

21. transforming conflicts is an essential part of peacemaking.
the process of transforming conflicts begins with unmasking
violence and uncovering hidden conflict in order to make the
consequences visible to victims and communities. Conflict
transformation aims at challenging adversaries to redirect their
conflicting interests towards the common good. it may have to
disturb an artificial peace, expose structural violence or find ways
to restore relationships without retribution. the vocation of
churches and religious communities is to accompany the victims
of violence and be their advocates. ‘the rule of law’ is a critical
framework for all such efforts.
22. Yet there are bound to be times when our commitment to
Just Peace is put to a test, since peace is pursued in the midst of
violence and under the threat of violent conflict. there are
extreme circumstances where, as the last resort and the lesser
evil, the lawful use of armed force may became necessary in
order to protect vulnerable groups of people exposed to
imminent lethal force. Yet even then we recognise the use of
armed force in situations of conflict as both a sign of serious
failure and a new obstacle on the Way to Just Peace.

it follows that to be effective the doctrine of r2P needs to be
more than a doctrine of moral persuasion. Hectoring is not an
adequate substitute for most robust responses. the
international community needs an enforcement strategy.
[then finally, there must be a clear and well-defined strategy
of how the societies/nations that are to be protected will be
rebuilt and internal stability re-established. if r2P is more than
a rhetorical doctrine, it should include clearly accepted and
articulated responsibility to fix (r2F) plan. The international
community has an obligation:-
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implement their own solutions non-violently and effectively?
Was the initiative built on a partnership that led towards
genuine ownership?
other principles for peace-building
included indigenous empowerment, cultural relevance and
long term commitment.
experience on the frontline
Major Josh Wineera described how the political and legal
language of a un Security Council resolution was difficult to
translate into action on the ground. the limits of military
power were recognised and the non-use of force was often a
counter-intuitive yet right approach. Moreover, when the
objectives were not clear, other actors on the scene might not
understand their part and relations between the locals and the
security forces might be affected.
in Bougainville he was a member of a 1997 truce-monitoring
team helping to educate people about the process which the
leaders had agreed. He was unarmed and felt safer than when
he was armed in an earlier operation in Bosnia because the
responsibility was thrown on the locals to uphold this stand.
in iraq he was part of a special un Political Affairs group which
was monitoring human rights issues in detention Centres. He
was given u.S. protection, though new Zealand did not
officially support the invasion of iraq. this protection created
a dilemma for the independence of what was meant to be a
non-partisan mission.
Colonel Martin dransfield stressed the desirability of more
integrated teams with civilian, military and police components.
He spoke of the need to be versed with the culture and
language of the local people who had a strong loyalty to their
culture and religion. He considered that it was not just the
weapons that were important but the method of engagement
with the people.
Both officers stipulated that, while they were both serving
officers, each spoke in a personal capacity and did not
necessarily represent the views of the n.Z. defence Force or
the n.Z. Government.

Continued FroM PAGe SIX

Continued FroM PAGe Two

Although it sounds clear, there is little agreement in practice
on how to implement these propositions, a point which is
developed in the report of our new Zealand APF conference
on page 6. the crucial questions is what, if anything, can be
done to strengthen this emerging international consensus that
there is a responsibility to protect innocent civilians from the
ravages of war, the brutality of dictators, and the organised
violence of international terrorist groups?
Answering the question is particularly difficult given the lack of
clarity. What does protection mean? exactly who are we
protecting and against whom? What kinds of responses will
achieve protection? What is the threshold of violence that
would trigger an international response? is r2P limited to
genocide and ethnic cleansing, or does it have broader
implications for terrorism and other uses of state violence and
power against its own people? What are the implications for
traditional state sovereignty? Who can authorise the use of
diplomacy or military force to achieve the desired protection
given the likely paralysis of the un Security
Council? does the doctrine of r2P imply or lead
to regime change? And finally does action taken
unilaterally or multilaterally to protect, result in a
subsequent responsibility to fix (r2F), to create
new institutions in which systematic violence and
human rights abuses will not or cannot reoccur?

God’s world - staking the claim for theology.
Anthony dancer described how the Bible takes a realistic view
of the human condition yet shows how we are to live together
and how God’s gift of compassion directs and enables us to
love our neighbour. Pacifism might be seen as the practice of
living life where peace was normative and interdependence
was a condition of our creation and our wellbeing. in other
words we had a need to be in communion with one another.
though evil existed, Christ through his cross has given us the
means of facing and overcoming it. We were to love our
enemies and through our love and forgiveness God could
change their hearts and transform their lives.
the forces of evil represented by the powers and principalities
took possession of corporate bodies such as the State so that
they and their agents committed terrible crimes. But this evil
could be resisted through Christ and by our prayer.
Anthony believed in the Church, that it had the power through
the Holy Spirit to act in this way.
This summary of the study day is by Chris Barfoot.
Speakers
dr Kennedy Graham, Green Party List M. P. and former nZ. Foreign
Service
Professor richard Jackson, deputy director of the national Centre
for Peace and Conflict Studies at otago university.
dr Katerina Standish, lecturer in the national Centre for Peace and
Conflict Studies
dr Charles Butcher, lecturer in the national Centre for Peace and
Conflict Studies
Professor Kevin Clements, director of the national Centre for Peace
and Conflict Studies
Major Josh Wineera, n.Z. defence Force, a major who has served in
peace-keeping missions in Bougainville and iraq
Colonel Martin dransfield, n.Z. defence Force who has served in
timor Leste and Afghanistan
Anthony dancer, former Social Justice Commissioner of the Anglican
Church in new Zealand
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P J Harvey in Guantanamo protest song
Singer-song writer P J Harvey has released a new track in
August to draw attention to the case of a British resident
detained in Guantanamo Bay. Following the dark, politically
charged vein of 2011’s ‘Let england shake’, the track entitled

‘Shaker Aamer’ describes the agony of its title subject’s fourmonth hunger strike as he endures the prison’s feeding tubes,
restraining chairs and shackles. ‘Harvey sings the track from
Aamer’s perspective with lyrics in the form of a letter from him
describing the current state of his plight.
Aamer is the last British resident in the uS prison. According
to ‘the Guardian’ he has been detained in the prison for more
than 11 years, despite being cleared for release in 2007, and
remains imprisoned without charge or trial. He has a British
wife and his four children – the youngest of whom he has not
met – were all born in Britain.
the British government has stated repeatedly that it wants him
back in the uK and last week, under escalating international
pressure, the uS announced it is to restart transfers from the
prison. Concern remains that Aamer might be forcibly sent to
Saudi Arabia and imprisoned there instead of being united with
family in the uK.
this is a beautiful and deeply moving song which at http://
gu.com/p/3Hn7k.
Passionate activist in the theatre of war
For the past few months, Lucy ellinson has been living inside the
mind of an American drone pilot. She’s performing Grounded, a
monologue by the playwright George Brant about a former uS
fighter pilot turned drone operative, trying to reconcile her
long, dull shifts waging war on iraq from thousands of miles
away with her off-duty life as a wife and mother.

during rehearsals, ellinson interviewed two rAF fighter pilots,
and she is in email contact with a uS drone pilot, whose
description of operations is in accordance with Brant’s script.
this is war as soul-crushing shift work. “it sounds like a call
centre,” ellinson says. “the hours are long, the toilet breaks are
designated, the snack machine is a highlight of the day, and
they’re pretty bored a lot of the time.”
the play proved a hot ticket at the traverse theatre in
edinburgh last month, and has just transferred to the Gate
theatre in notting Hill, London.
Remembering war to promote peace
on the 23 May, actors and writers came together to launch a
statement which condemns david Cameron’s plan to mark the
centenary of the First World War with “truly national
commemorations” which aim to stress our “national spirit” in a
similar way to the “diamond Jubilee celebrations”.
the statement, which was read out by Stop the War convenor
Lindsey German said “instead we believe it is important to
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remember that this was a war that was driven by powers’
competition for influence around the globe, and caused a
degree of suffering all too clear in the statistical record of 16
million people dead and 20 million wounded.”
outside of poet Siegfried Sassoon’s house, Jeremy Corbyn MP
introduced Brian eno who read a chosen passage on the
suffering of a First World War soldier and actor Janie dee read
Power Laureate Carol Ann duffy’s Last Post, a poem to mark
the deaths of Henry Allingham and Harry Patch, the two
longest surviving soldiers of the war. Author Michael Morpurgo
read Siegfried Sassoon’s ‘Soldiers declaration’.
the statement, which was published in the Guardian and is
signed by Jude Law, Sir Patrick Stewart and Antony Gormley
amongst others, can be read at www1.stopwar.org.uk.
‘The cure at Troy’
‘the cure at troy’ is a verse adaptation of Sophocles’ play,
‘Philoctetes’ by Seamus Heaney who died in August.
it is about a nation coming
home from war. After the
long war in troy, the
Greeks sail home, taking
with
them
their
equipment, their hostages,
and their wounded
hopes. Was the war a
victory or not? they put
in to an island, where they
re-encounter one of their
own who was abandoned
during the rush to war.
He carries an agonizing
wound. in the play’s great
encounters between this man and odysseus, the mastermind
behind the war, emerges the war’s real story. How does a
country heal itself after war? What burden is carried forward by
those who fought the war? And for the nation they destroyed
in war... is there a cure at troy?
Some of Seamus Heaney’s most quoted lines come from a
section of this poem (below). they were quoted by Bill
Clinton in his remarks to the community in Londonderry in
1995 during the northern ireland Peace Process.
Human beings suffer,
they torture one another,
they get hurt and get hard.
no poem or play or song
Can fully right a wrong
inflicted and endured.
the innocent in gaols
Beat on their bars together
A hunger-striker’s father
Stands in the graveyard dumb.
the police widow in veils
Faints at the funeral home.
History says, don’t hope
on this side of the grave
But, then, once in a lifetime
the longed-for tidal wave
of justice can rise up
And hope and history rhyme.

So hope for the great sea-change
on the far side of revenge.
Believe that further shore
is reachable from here.
Believe in miracle
And cures and healing wells.
Call miracle self-healing:
the utter, self-revealing
double take of feeling.
if there’s fire on the mountain
or lightening and storm
And a god speaks from the sky
that means someone is hearing
the outcry and the birth-cry
of new life at its term.
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